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A Letter From An Editor*
By Camille Piazza**
Since 2017,1 our law school voluntarily began engaging in a deliberative practice of restorative justice.2 We have expanded our curriculum, we
have worked to partner directly with Tribes in Northern California to provide support and legal assistance, and –controversially– we are in the process of changing our name.3 We are not alone in working towards positive
change; several other institutions have endeavored to acknowledge and
hold themselves accountable for perpetuating traditions of systemic racism
by denouncing their namesakes.456
However, rather than focusing on the new name, I am hopeful that we
can turn our attention to our continued and concrete commitments toward
collaboration and engagement with the Ramaytush Ohlone peoples, the
Round Valley Indian Tribes, the Yuki People, and the many other Tribes
of Northern California who are neighbors.
In the wake of this new beginning for our school, I leave you with a
note on shifting perspectives that I learned in a seminar titled American
Indian Law: Land Acknowledgment, taught by Professor and Faculty

*

I want to acknowledge and thank Professor Jo Carrillo (JD/JSD) for her insightful advice,
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The author is the Co-Editor-in-Chief of Hastings Journal on Gender and the Law, soon
to be renamed UC Law SF Journal on Gender and Justice.
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Director of the Indigenous Law Center Jo Carrillo (JD/ JSD)7 and Jonathan
Cordero (Ph.D.), Chair of the Association of Ramaytush Ohlone,8 that was
centered around the work of Indigenous scholars.9 While changing our
name is symbolically important, what matters more is what happens next:
as future lawyers and policy makers, how do we personally reflect on what
this means for our community, and how do we affirm that we are committed
to concrete change?10
How are you entering Indigenous homelands? [Are you] an invited
guest, uninvited, trespasser, visitor, resident, immigrant, refugee
etc.? How you situate yourself and your level of awareness about
colonial occupations of Indigenous homelands brings new responsibilities to the forefront… [It requires] a responsibility-based ethic
of truth-telling to identify and act upon new pathways to Indigenous resurgence.11
While self-locating is a political practice, susceptible to performativity,
when we position ourselves as settlers, we become newly responsible and
accountable.12 The name change is only one step towards efforts of fostering solidarity and decolonization.13 Decolonization is action that leads to
“repatriation of Indigenous land and life.”14 Decolonization is separate and
distinct from other social justice endeavors: it is the ongoing process required to build and develop relations between settlers and Indigenous people. It does not signify an end: “it is an elsewhere.”15
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